MR JINNAH'S PRESS CONFERENCE
INSISTENCE ON TWO NATIONS THEORY
Mr M. A. Jinnah made the following statement at a Press confer-
ence held on October 4 at Bombay:
My attention has been drawn to Mr Gandhi's Press statement
which was published on September 29. It is a pity that he thinks that
the presence of a third party hinders a solution, and it was very pain-
ful to'me when he said, "A mind enslaved cannot act as if it was free."
No power can enslave the mind and soul of man, and I am sure
Mr Gandhi is the last person to allow his mind to be enslaved. I do
Jiope that he will get over this depression from which he is perpetually
suffering. We have to reach an agreement of our own and find a solu-
tion in spite of that third party.
As regards the other matters, Mr  Gandhi has unfortunately ini-
tiated his propaganda in right royal style, contrary to our joint state-
ment.   Apart from challenging the representative and authoritative
status of the Muslim League, he is inciting Mussalmans against me, and
he keeps on repeating the assertion throughout his statement that he
has rjiet the essence of the Lahore resolution by what he now calls his
offer or offers in the shape of the Gandhi-Rajaji formula and his own
-proposal which he put forth at the eleventh hour.  Any intelligent man
can now see that in substance there is no difference between the two.
What he calls his own offer came after he had rejected all the essen-
tials of the Lahore resolution, and the   Gandhi-Rajaji   formula   was
^shunted from the very commencement.   -Now that the matter is subject
to public discussion, and as Mr Gandhi is making statement after
statement and giving interviews which are so misleading, I am com-
pelled to deal with what he calls his offer.   Let us examine at least
the main points:
1,    Immediate grant of Independence- to India as one single nation-
al unit.
2.   Immediately setting up of a national provisional interim govern-
ment of his conception, as defined by him in his letter of September 15,
which is as follows:   "A provisional interim government which will
be responsible to the elected members of the present Assembly or a
newly   elected   one.   It   will   have   all the powers less those of the
Commander-in-Chief during the war, and full powers thereafter.   It
,will be the authority to give effect to the   agreement   that  may  be
Arrived at between the Congress and the League.1'   By the by, it does